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Sphere India organised a special General Body
Meeting to amend the Memorandum of Association and
Rules and Regulations of Sphere India to make
processes more  committed and  inclusive within
governance systems. 

Additionally, as an output of the field visits and consultations with
SDMA, district administrations, state and district IAGs, and other
responding agencies in Himachal Pradesh, we have developed
a situation assessment report for Himachal Pradesh, which aims
to provide a comprehensive understanding of the current
scenario in the region, along with pre-incident information. In our
coordination endeavors in Manipur, we undertook the
compilation and distribution of two comprehensive situation
reports. These reports were meticulously crafted through
ongoing monitoring of the situation . 

Further, in response to the pressing concerns of
Gender-Based Violence and protection challenges
stemming from the ongoing ethnic conflict in Manipur, a
pivotal Protection Sector Committee Meeting was
convened on August 3rd. Subsequently, an inter-
agency visit to Manipur was carried out, aiming to
comprehensively evaluate the situation, document key
findings, and outline a strategic roadmap for
addressing the distressing instances of safeguarding. 

Sphere India in collaboration with National Institute of Disaster Management
(NIDM) and Americares from 12th - 14th July 2023. It has now come out with a
training report which expands on key learnings on addressing the psychosocial
impact of a disaster is an integral part of the relief and rehabilitation process for
survivors. In addition, psychosocial care necessary for conducting capacity-
building exercise which is vital for expediting the normalisation process of
individual and groups to the traumatic experiences associated with disasters. The
report also encapsulates session wise activity updates, along with learnings,
discussion points, actions and recommendations, impact and success of the
trainings conducted. Such collaborative efforts  equipping individuals with the
necessary knowledge and skills, Through training and capacity building, the
program aims to create a network of compassionate individuals who  can
contribute to the normalization and reconstruction of communities. 

Emergency Management and Development 
Programs: 
Srishti for Resilience facilitated a  one day session on
approaches & frameworks for Climate Action & DRR
with Aga Khan Agency for Habitat India team at
Mumbai on 23rd August 2023. 

'Role of Health Professionals and Civil Society in
reducing Air Pollution and building Climate
Resilience' on 3rd August, 2023. The discussion was
organised by Climate Action Network South Asia
(CANSA) in collaboration with Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham. 

MahaPECO Network  Collaboration with UPSDMA

In our relentless pursuit of leveraging technology for
maximum impact, we are delighted to update you on
the progress of MahaPECOkatta, our innovative
communication and coordination platform. The
implementation of this platform is well underway, and it
promises to revolutionize how members and
stakeholders interact, facilitating seamless
communication, effective collaboration, and efficient
information sharing. We are committed to harnessing
the power of technology to enhance the scope and
reach of MahaPECOnet, making a tangible difference
in the lives of vulnerable communities.

On 24th August 2023, a round-table discussion was
held with the UPSDMA to prepare for a consultative
agriculture based risk reduction plan guideline. As part
of the consultation, scientists, agriculture experts, DRR
and climate change specialists would be working
together along with UPSDMA, PGVS, IAG-UP, Sphere
India and SEEDS  India. A core working committee
group was formalised and established to take forward
strengthening activities of capacity building and multi-
hazard planning related to agriculture departments for
risk reduction and climate change adaptation. The
upcoming workshop would be held in November. 

This paper evaluates India's existing vulnerability and risk assessments, their varied
scopes and methodologies, and offers recommendations informed by global best
practices, that could be scaled up at national and sub-national levels. Climate
adaptation has been at the forefront of UN climate negotiations over the past decade,
given the increasing frequency of extreme weather events at the global, national, and
sub-national levels. Climate vulnerability and risk assessments (VRA) are essential for
adaptation planning, as they help identify areas, populations, and systems that are
most at-risk from the impacts of climate change. They can also be used as a tool to
develop adaptation projects and mobilise multilateral finance. Read More >>

The guidelines issued by the European Commission  represent a powerful tool  for
national administrations to make climate adaptation  a top political priority. The
Commission seeks to support Member States to adopt a whole-government approach
to climate adaptation policy-making by way of multi-level coordination and
mainstreaming, both horizontally, between different departments and vertically, at all
levels of sub-national authorities (including regions and local administrations). The
guidelines also include a comprehensive list of key features  of adaptation policy,
which should be applied to the overall national adaptation policy framework. These
key features included  legal frameworks instead of soft policies; regular updated
adaptation strategies and plans, climate risks assessments. Read More >>

The publication supports the  Paris Agreement framework development and aids climate
practitioners, especially in Small Island Developing States (SIDS). Climate change's severe
impacts necessitate global adaptation efforts, especially for vulnerable regions like SIDS.
Monitoring adaptation progress is vital for funding and resilience. Monitoring adaptation
progress is vital for funding and resilience. Limited resources hinder SIDS progress tracking.
The annotated bibliography offers 45 policy and academic resources on measuring and
advancing adaptation and resilience progress. 
Read More>>

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Asia and the Pacific Regional Office is
committed to making sure that all efforts to address gender-based violence (GBV) are inclusive
of and accessible to women and girls with disabilities, ensuring that transformative goals are
met and that no one is left behind. To meet this critical need, UNFPA APRO developed tools for
UNFPA Country Offices and partners to strengthen GBV and Disability inclusion programming,
which include a tip-sheet on disability inclusion in GBV Programming and a GBV and disability
inclusion assessment tool. 
Read More>>

Kevin Blanchard authored this publication on Artificial Intelligence (AI) revolutionizing various
sectors, and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) which is no exception. As AI's prowess in data
analysis and adaptability promises to bring unmatched efficiency to DRR strategies.  This
briefing explores the integration of AI within DRR, shedding light on the complexities
surrounding its application and potential risks. With a focus on marginalised communities, the
document tries to assess how AI can best serve all sectors of society.
Read More>>

The Net-Zero Transition by  McKinsey & Company examines the economic effects of a net
zero transition  on demand, capital allocation, costs, and jobs for 69 countries, using the Net
Zero 2050 scenario from the Network for Greening the Financial System (NGFS). The following
areas are explored in-depth including net zero emissions, economic transformation,   netzero
economy, increased climate risks, heightened labor market disruption, and large-scale asset-
stranding. Within countries, certain communities could be more affected than others if their
economies rely heavily on industries that have high levels of emissions.
Read More>>

According to the implementation of the Sendai
Framework Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 -
Report of the Secretary-General  (A/78/267) of the
United Nations General Assembly, highlights the
increasing levels of risks, systems and borders with
consequences for both present and future
generations.  The midterm review of the Sendai
Framework served to highlight shifts in momentum
towards commitments to  whole-of-government and
whole-of-society approaches. Here, the report states
that at the midpoint of the implementation of the
SFDRR, the understanding and management of
disaster risk has progressed.  Positive results are
evident at the regional, national and local levels. 

The 6th World Congress on Disaster Management (WCDM)  will be
organized jointly by Government of Uttarakhand, Disaster
Management Initiatives and Convergence Society (DMICS),
Hyderabad, Uttarakhand State Disaster Management Authority
(USDMA) and Uttarakhand State Council for Science & Technology
(UCOST), Dehradun. Besides several academic and research
institutions would join as knowledge partners.  Building on the
experiences gained would involve various stakeholders from across.

The G20 roadmap and action plan 2023-25 for DRR Working Group
offers avenues to make our world resilient to adverse impacts of
disasters. The presidency document lays out preventive strategies for
multi-hazard response and capacity reinforcement with the support of
various stakeholders. In addition, embracing climate-resilient
infrastructure financing along with embracing nature-based solutions
for DRR.

This publication by the Coalition of Disaster Infrastructure in
collaboration with the National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA)  is a general advisory that contains recommended steps for
preparing wind and solar projects for cyclones and high-wind extreme
events. It aims to highlight and suggest key   vulnerabilities   of such
projects and provide mitigation  procedures that can be checked as
means of protecting valuable assets. The overall goal of the below
advisory is to increase the survivability of renewable projects.

The publication addresses  the stereotypes prevalent in courtrooms
and society, the Handbook paves  way for an equitable legal system.
It  raises awareness about these issues  provides guidance and
recommendations for using inclusive language. The handbook
fosters a legal environment that values diversity, fairness, and social
justice. The impact has the potential to shape  the future of legal
education and practice, promoting inclusive and progressive legal
system.

The rapid economic growth has been correlated with high degrees of
urbanisation. The benefits of agglomeration brings people together
into dense habitations, with a staggering growth, with Indian cities, its
climate challenges, risks and solutions in the global context. One that
talks to everyone and makes one ponder. The best way of coming
around a complicated concept is to understand it visually.
The  graphical report takes you through the story of cities globally,
further looking through the Indian lens flowing to the current state of
15 Indian cities with their climate interventions.

The Disaster Management Plan (DMP) for the Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation has been prepared on the recommendation of
the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). This document
will provide a framework and guidelines for ensuring safety of critical 
WASH infrastructure, and uninterrupted provision of services at all
stages of a disaster. This plan/ guideline should be useful at various
levels in government departments, NGOs, and for the community to
minimize loss and disruption of WASH (Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene  assets and services. It aims to do this by involving all
stakeholders at the national/state/district/village level. 

The UNDP-GEF Small Grant Programme in India
Submission of community grant proposals which
encourage and aid local communities residing in and
around three specific landscapes under SGP India's
purview, assisting them in their endeavors towards
conservation and sustainable development.
Organization : UNDP-Small Grants Programme India
Deadline:31st - August - 23

More Info>>

Higher Education Partnership for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (HEP-DRI)
USAID/India seeks to advance the systemic resilience
of infrastructure against disaster &  climate risks by
establishing a network of selected higher education
institutions from the US & India. 
Organisation: USAID-New Delhi
Deadline: 03-Oct-23

More Info>>

Call for Applications: India Climate Collaborative 
Harit Bharat Fund is inviting eligible for-profit
enterprises and NGOs  to submit their EoI for
implementing landscape restoration projects in
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.
Organization : Harit Bharat Fund
Deadline: 20-Sep-23

More Info>>

Call for Papers at the 6th World Congress on DM
WCDM invites researchers, policy makers and
practitioners to contribute papers for oral presentations
in different technical sessions. All papers will undergo a
peer review process. 
Organization : WCDM
Deadline:15-Sep-23

More Info>>

Inter-Agency Coordination
Focal Point: Cyljo Abraham, Deputy Manager - Inter Agency Coordination
Contact: cyljo@sphereindia.org.in

Knowledge and Capacity Sharing
Focal Point: Mishel Mohan, Deputy Manager - Knowledge and Capacity Sharing
Contact: mishel@sphereindia.org.in

Collaborative advocacy
Focal Point: Ms. Hephzibah Lakhanpal, Deputy Manager - Communications and Collaborative Advocacy 
Contact: hephzibah@sphereindia.org.in

Message from CEO

Dear Readers,

As we enter September 2023, we take rejoice in  looking back at this month's  milestones and some major
noteworthy affairs, including Special AGM, held in New Delhi with over 50 stakeholders joining us, which proved
the aspect of humanitarian strengthening systems as a  critical aspect of sectoral interventions, with the buzz
subject matter being neutrality in outreach.

There have been several publications at the forefront which serve as an advisory for mitigation procedures to
increase response to people with various vulnerabilities. The upcoming G20 sub-sectoral events have
culminated into creating momentum for DRR working group's priorities coming forward for collaborative efforts. In
addition the 6th World Congress on Disaster Management (WCDM) to be held this year in Dehradun, Uttrakhand
would highlight the subject of strengthening climate action and DRR. The convergence of juxtaposing climate
change adaptation with disaster response recovery is the need of the hour. Also, the Psycho-Social Support in
Emergencies Training Report was also released in August. 
 
Sharing some of the highlights from this month, we are happy to share on our continued efforts to monitor critical
global discourses, documented through multiple Knowledge Resources disseminated on Social Media.In this
July 2023 issue of Samanvay, we have aimed to encompass the various events, including the Global and
National Compository,  in collaboration with our members and partners. This issue also features our regular
updates including Program Updates through all verticals, updates from Members and IAGs as well as global and
national updates and Grant Opportunities.

Herewith, I take this opportunity to thank all the members, partners, staff, and volunteers for their support and
commitment. We will strive to improve our efforts to build synergies among diverse actors and will appreciate any
feedback to improve our programs and this monthly bulletin.

Vikrant Mahajan
CEO, Sphere India
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Panel Discussion on Strengthening Humanitarian Responses in India

On 18th August 2023, to commemorate World Humanitarian Day organised a Panel Discussion on Strengthening
Humanitarian Response in India. The panel included experts from Health, Protection, WaSH, Food and Nutrition,
Shelter and Education Sector, with the session elaborating on the need for strengthening sectoral capacities and
deliberating on the future course of action. Key recommendations from “Strengthening Humanitarian System in
India” Report https://lnkd.in/dMwiUys7 and how it has been utilised so far, along with future plans were also shared
during the panel discussion. 

(L) Panelists part of the session and (R) Sphere India members who attended the session 

Programs Update

Inter-Agency Coordination 
Emergency Coordination

Gender-Based Violence and Protection Challenges in Manipur 

Collaborative Advocacy

Sector-Wise Covergence of Emerging Humanitarian Needs in India 

The World Humanitarian Day's Panel Discussion brought forth several sector-wise interventions and emerging
points with the following highlights. As part of Healthcare  Resilience: Improving healthcare resilience through
training, capacity building, and policy guidelines. Especially providing community-based first aid training for the
effective provision of medical resources. Protection  and Safety  Enhancement: Protection being a cross-cutting
area, requires comprehensive strategies and solutions especially for psycho-social support being one of the core
areas. Food  and Nutrition security  in Emergencies: Streamlining minimum  standards and guidelines and
coordinating between NDRF  and NDMA  effectively for emergency response for the sector. Resilient
shelter  Solutions: Promoting permanent  and sustainable forms of shelter  settlements instead of
transitional shelters is the need of the hour. Education in Emergencies: Identifying strategies to ensure continued
learning, safe spaces, and psychosocial support for children  during crises. Resilient WaSH: The role of
technologies, and community engagement in the WASH sector is vital for overall public health and resilience. 

Quote Tweets from Sector Representatives from FNS and WaSH 

Knowledge and Capacity sharing

Indigeonus Perspectives on Disaster Resilience 

On August 19th Sphere India Academy hosted a session on  "Indigenous Perspectives on Disaster Resilience:
Integrating Traditional Knowledge in Disaster Management." The session highlighted the invaluable role of
traditional wisdom in bolstering disaster resilience.

Integrating Drone Technology in Disaster Communication Strategies

On August 28th Sphere India Academy organised a virtual session on "Drone Technology  on Integrating Drone
Technology in Disaster Communication Strategies"  explored the transformative potential of drones in enhancing
disaster response and communication. 

Psycho-Social Support in Emergencies Training Report

Localising Capacity Strengthening 
In order to localise impact and outreach across the states and union territories, in order to have timely capturing of
real-time vulnerabilities of communities at risk is vital. In order to work further on the efforts, Sphere India Academy
undertook sesions in Bangla Language in the month of August on "Building Safer Shelters."  This session,
conducted in Bangla, focused on Effective Shelter and Settlement Management Strategies, emphasizing the critical
importance of safety in disaster-affected areas. Further on  "Data and Innovation"  in "Harnessing Data and
Innovation for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)," which  explored innovative approaches to enhancing disaster
risk reduction efforts through data-driven strategies. Subsequently, on "Family-level preparedness which
highlighted the significance of individual and family readiness in disaster situations. Next, a session on
Psychosocial Counselling wherein  the "Importance of Psychosocial Counselling in Disasters" as a vital
component of post-disaster support were captured. Lastly, Child Protection: which discussed on "Child Protection
in Emergency and the Need to Create Child-Friendly Spaces," ensuring the safety and well-being of children
during crises.

Sphere India Participates in Climate Strengthening with Humanitarian Stakeholders
Climate-Humanitarian Networks Discussion on a Joint Call for Loss and Damage Financing (Online) on 22nd
August 2023. The call was organised by ICVA and Can-International to build momentum on Loss and Damage
Finance through collaboration between humanitarian and climate sector actors. Collaboration between the
humanitarian and climate sectors. Both sectors recognize the increasing impacts of climate change and
acknowledge the limitations of the humanitarian system alone in coping with these impacts. Distinguishing loss and
damage funding from the humanitarian funding, with a collaboration on bringing together climate and humanitarian
sectors. 
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From Risk to Resilience: Climate Vulnerability Assessments in India

   COP27 Outcome Document for India

Updates from International Humanitarian Community

Implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030

Updates from Government

G-20 Presidency 2023 - Disaster Response Recovery Working Group Knowledge Base
The G20 DRR Working Group aims to integrate risk reduction measures into public and private sector investment
decisions and policy making to reduce existing risk, prevent the creation of new risk and, ultimately, build resilient
economies, societies, and natural systems. The G20 DRR Working Group is committed to changing this through
the development of policy guidance, exchange of technical knowledge, promotion of capacity building, and
identification of new approaches to financing that prioritize risk reduction and resilience. Current economic choices
and development pathways are not in line with the commitments to reduce risk contained in the Sendai Framework
as well as the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement.

Disaster Risk Reduction Under The G-20 Framework

G20 Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group Presidency Document

Cyclone Preparedness for Renewable Energy Projects

Supreme Court's Handbook on Combating Gender Stereotypes

State of Cities: Towards Low Carbon and Resilient Pathways 

Disaster Management Plan (DMP) for the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation
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Upcoming Events

Plans Ahead

1. Multi Sector Coordination with SDMA and Line Departments
2. Emergency Response Coordination 
3. Dashboard and System Strengthening 
4. Inter-Agency Coordination
5. Humanitarian Response Efforts

1. Humanitarian leadership and Resilience building Academy:
2. Knowledge Products and Documentation
3. Partnership Standards
4. Evidence based Research
5. Communications

1. Evidence Based Advocacy
2. Policy Brief 
3. Stakeholder Focused Advocacy 
4. Navigating Humanitarian Development Interventions 
5. Communication Based Advocacy and Campaigns 
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